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From:; | | : bé
Sent: Wednesday, January 29, 2014 11:03 PM ‘ :

To; FOIPAReguast

Subject; File on folk singer & activist Peter Seager requested

FOIA Office

Federal Bureau of investigation
Washinglon, DC ‘

Dear Sir or Madam,

: i , ,
This is a raguest for a co by of any and alf files in your archive partaining to tha?dseea$ed folk singer and political activist
Pete Seeger who was barn May 3, 1819 in Patterson, NY and died January 2?‘ 2014, in New York City, NY.

Altached is the Washington Post abit for Mr. Seeger along with the link o it If )}au neéd more proof of Mr. Beeger's death,
let ma know and more will be provided. e :

} wish to receive alf respansive public records in elecironic farmat. Shouly Yo héve any questions or need clarification,
dan't hesitate to contact e via email or postal mall, ;

Regards, Is ‘ 6
Michael Petrafis | : I b

btg:lwww, washinatonpos tcom/entartainmentipet -SEeger-leg ggndarﬁgik“singé}‘—diesi - 84/2014/01/28/ 38 anech-chde-
110f:9401:c5afa35a0059 story hirl 4 '

Pete Seeger, legendary folk smger, dies at 94

.
B

Videa: Pete Sesger has passed away alter six days in the hospital. Americans k’hﬁw Sféeger as much for his activism as
his singing. .
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By Bart Barnes, Published: January 27 £-mail the writer

"t make my fiving as a barid picker ™

The time was Aug. 18, 1555. The setling: a hearing of the House Un-&merican Activities, Committee, which was farreting
out Communist influences in post-World War i America. !
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Pele Seeger, the ultimale folkie die 2 8 94. A look at the long career of the §eéggggaf§f singer.
Gallery : :
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Notahie digaths of 2014:A look 8l those who have died this vear,
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The Eénimvg;iskiﬁg witness before the commities was Pete Seeger. and he had, been asked, “What is your profession or
occupation?”
‘I have worked at many things.” said Mr. Seeger, “and my main profession is a student of American folkiore.”

Over the next half-century, Mr. Seeger woultt become more than a student of American folkiore. He would bacame a vital
part of it. i

The committee would cité him for contempt for refusing to eooperate. But the ci[:xmmim}se would fade into oblivion over the
years, T

Psile Sesger would endure., E

Mr. Seeger, a 20th-centuty troubadour wha inspired and led a renalssance of folk music in the United States with his
trademark fve-string banjo and songs of lave, peace, brotherhood, work and protest, dind Jan. 27 ata hospital in New
York City, He was 84, | o

His grandson Kitama Cahiil-Jackson confirmed his death ¥ the Associated Press. The cause was not reportsd.

For more than 50 years, Mr. Seeger roamed America, singing o street comers and in: saloons, migrant labor camps,
hobo jungles, union halls, ischools, churches ang concert auditoriums. He helped write, arrange or revive such perannial
favorites as *If | Had 3 Hammer," "Where Have Al the Flowers Gone?” and “Kisses Sweeter Than Wing” and popularized
the anthem of the civil rights movement, "We Shall Qvercome”
“Once called *America’s Wning fork, Pets Seeger believed deeply in the power of song,” President Obama said in a
statement. “But mare importantly, he believad in the power of community — to sfand up for what's right, speak out against
what's wrong, and move this country closer to the America he knew we could be: !

“Qver the years, Pala usa@ his voice — and his hammer — 10 strike blows for worker's rights and civit rights; world poace
and environmental canservation. And he always invited us to sing along. For reminding us where we come from and
showing us whare we need to go. we will always be grateful {o Pete Seeger” o
Talt and reed-thin, Mr. Seeger was a recognizable figure for generations of listeners. And with dozens of top-seling
records and albums, he bacame one of the most enduring ahd Best-loved folk singers of his generation. He also was one
of the few remaining links fo two of the 20th century's early giants of American folk music: Huddie Ledbetter, the black ex-
convict from Texas and Lobisiana better known as Lead Belly, and Woody Suthri legendary songweiter from

g, the

e

Qidahoma. b

H

The classic song *Gogdnight frene” was a Lead Belly tune that Mr. Seeger adapféd for the Weavers. a quartet he helped

form after World War i1, The 1948 recording by the Weavers sold 2 million cupies: !
Fram Guthre, Mr. Seeger lpamed to express political and sociyl arificism through music and song, Over time, dissent and
teft-wing expression becanie halimarks of his artistic repertoire. During the anti-Communist “‘Red Scare” of the 19503, he
was called o testify before the Mouse Un-Amaerican Activities Commitiee,

“ have sung in hobo jungles, and t have sung for the Rockefellers, and | am proud that | have never refused fo sing for
anyh?dy,“ he told the committes. *f have never done anything of any canspiratorial natute. ... | fove my country very
deeply.” . {3

Guthrie and Mr. Seeger had been colleagues in the Almanac Singers in the early! 19405 and collaborated on unjorn and
fabor songs. For the next haif-century, Mr. Seeger changed the foous of his protest songs with the times to enCOMpass
social justice, civil rights, peace and disarmament, and environmantal conservation, :

At a Kennedy Center Honors ceremony in 1994, President 81l Clinton described Mr. Seeger as “an inconvenient arfist
who dared {0 sing things asihe saw them.” The news media sometimes called him a pled piper of musical dissent,” By
the dawn of the new millennium, Mr. Sesger had become the widely acknowlgdged, if unofficial grand old man of
American folk music, {:

He regarded folk sangs 88 music meant to be sung by crowds and banded wit audiences around the world by inviting
them o sing along with him, Ruring a performance at Moscow's Tehalkovsky Conoart Hall, he led an audience of 10,000
Russians in a four-part harm, ony of "Michael, Row the Boat Ashose.” :
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"l justtap oul @ beat, pigk a few chords and say ‘Goma on, you folks know this old tupe. Pratly soon the audiencell be
singing the song to me, Mr. Seeger toid the Chicago Tribune in 1004,

“You car't sit idle at a Pete Seeger concert,” folk-music collector and performer Ralph Rinzier wrote in The Washingion
Pastin 1972, "Audfences for 30 years have sung, clapped and risen to their feet with.enthusiasm. Pete strides onstage,
lonsens his tie, picks the fiva-siring, adding other instruments as he talks, spins yarng, praaches and sings songs of the
nation's and the world's people - new ballads, oid ones, yrical laments and hard driving, keensedged cutters.”

Whather leading a singalong of college students or performing in & formal congen, Mr. Sesger said, he tried to re-create
the atrmosphers in which! his songs were first sung. He sang in & light, pleasing baritone. His goal, he said, was "o puta
song on people’s fips, indtead of just in their sars”

He heiped bring dozens of classics info the igiom of poputar follk music. These included Guihrie’s "This Land Is Your
Land” anc *So Long, It's Been Good o Know Yulht" Lead Belly's “Midnight Spagial” the folk song “On Top of Old Smoky,”
the Hebrew song “Tzeng, Tzena, Trena.” the 2uly hit “Wimoweh" and the ikes of “Tum, Tum, Tum,* *Quantanamera” the
nionaense song "t Know an OId Lady (Who Swallowed a Fiy) and “Waist Reep in the Bia Muddy,” which became popular
as g protest song during the \ietnam War era.

Chance and happenstance historically have driven the evolution of faik music, and s they did for many of the most
poputar tunes associated with Mr. Seeger. “if { Had a Hammey,” for sxample, began as a tune Mr. Sesger made up at the
pianc one afternoon in 1949 with Weavers colieague Lee Hays. A

it was known in its origingl form as “The Hammer Song” and did not achieve popularity when the Weavers recorded it But
the lyrics drow the aliention of federal investigators who duting the 19505 thought thatl, used in songs, words such as
‘prace’ and “freedom” were codes for lef-wing subversives and communists, |

Not untit Peter, Paul and Mary recorded a revised version in 1862 did the song hecome a hit, it remained 8 centerpiece of
Mr. Sseger's conoerts, “Very few people sing it as | originally wrate " Mr, Ssager said later. ‘1 call this the folk process,
and I'm delighted to see i carrying on.® £

“We Shall Overcome,” for its part, was composed by a Philadelphia Baplist ciefgymang C.A Tindley, in 1803. The original
title was “I'll Overcome.” in 1848, an early ¢ivil rights activist, Zilphia Horlon, heard striking tobacco workers singing the
song on a picket line in Charleston, 8.C. Hortan taught it to Mr. Seeger, who made revisions and added a banjo part.

He, in tumn. taught the song to folk singer Guy Carawan, After revising it further, Carawan sang it at a convention of the
Student Nonviglent Coordinating Cormmittes in the 1980s. From there "Ws Shall Overcome® went around the world.

Peter Seeger was born May 3, 1819, in New York City. His father, Charles Seeger, was a conscientious objector diring
World War t and an eminent music scholar, reportedly the first to teach a musicology course-n the United States, His
mother was a professionsl composer and violinist, and his stepmother was a writer of children’s tooks in which folk music
figured prominantly. \

Political dissent had beenia family tradition for generations. A great-grandfather'was a1 Sth-century abofitionist. The Word
War | poet Alan Seeger, who wrale "} Have a Rendezvous With Death” was an uncle, | '
As a child, Mr. Sesger acdompanied his father on visits to friends in the city. Years later, he recalled hearing the foik s0ng
“John Henry” played on a harmonica by artist Thomas Hart Benton in Greenwich Villags.

In 1938, Mr. Seeger artenqied a folk music fastival near Asheville, N . with hig father. There he first encountered the five-
string banjo, He found that the instrumant produced music thal was different from the spund of the four-string, short-
necked barjos commaonly used by jazz bands in the 1920s. i became Mr. Seeger's musical trademark {although he also
played a 12-string guitar and wood flute), '

He sttended public schools in Nyack, N.Y., and boarding schools in Connecticul before enrolling in 1938 at Harvard
University, where one of his classmates was John Kennedy, Unintergsted in his studies and disfiiusioned by the sockal
havoc wrought by the Depression, Mr. Seeger dropped out midway through his sophomore year. For a period dusing his
Harvard years, he attendeq meetings of the Commundst Party.

He worked briefly in the folklore archives of the Library of Congress, and for a time he traveled through the state of New
York, painting watercolors of houses in axchangs for room and board. But moslly he hitthhiked across the United Stales,
mixing with like-minded political leflists, singing and picking up new tunes and tei:hniques\

In the course of this odyssey, he once said, he leamad “a little something from everybody,” and along the way he scquired
a vast repertoire of ballads spirituals and bluss songs. Guithrie and Lead Belly were among the many musicians the
young Mr. Seager meat in this periad, i '

Years fater, he said that one of his primary caresr achievements had been “to leta future generation know that such
peopla as Woady and Lead Belly once lived.” fe

in the late 1930s, he met Toshi-Aline Dhta at a square-dance club in New York City. Het mother was Ararican, her father
Japanese. Amid the rampant anti-Japanese prejudice in the United States during, World War i, the couple married in 1943
while Mr. Sseger was on fu tough from Any service. ' E Cod

Toshi Seeger died in 2013, Mr. Seeger's survivors include three children, Daniel Seeger of Topanga, Calif., Mika Seeger
of Tiverlon, R1, and Tinya Seeger of Beacon, N.Y.: two half-sisters; eight grandehiidren: and four greab-grandchildren,
Alter lsaving the military, MF, Seeger formed the Weavers with threg other singers, Hays, Ronnie Gilbert and Fred
Helterman. iIn the fate 1040¢ and early '50s, they sang on national ragio and TV programs and in leading nighlclubs and
theaters. By 1852, sales of their recordings of such songs as "On Top of Old Smoky,” “So Long, It's Been Good to Know
Yuh" and “Goodnight lrene” topped 4 mitlion,
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS

SUBSECTHINS OF TITLE &, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 3582

{A) specifically avthorbzed under oriferia estabdished by an Excentive vnder fo be ket scoret i the irgorest of nationad defonse or forsign
m)tm} aned {1} are in faot properly classified o such Exeoutive order;

relutid sololy 1o the internad porsonae] miles aad practices of an sgeney;

spesificatty exempied front disclosure by statite (other than sectan $33b of this thle), provided that such sistweie {AY requires that the matters
b withheld from the public o such « masaer as to leave wo disecotion on issue, ar (B} establishes padivulyr oriteria for withholding or refers
to pasticular ypes of matiers 1o be withbeld;

wade worets and commereial or Bnancial inforneaion obinived from o person and privileged or confidential;

th

fror-agency oF intre-ageney memprandums or feiters which wonld not be available fy Jase fo o pacty other than an sgeay @ Hgation with

HIN

QRS
poesongel aed wedival flos aod similar Sles the disclosure of which would constifute a clearly unwarranted Invasion of personal privacy?

records or information compiled for kew ondornseent purposes, b ouly to the extent that the pmdzmi(m of such I enfrcemont recerds or
infoemation { A ) could ressensbly be expected 10 Intorfere with endorcomint psmwumas\g B pwould deprive o peeson of a right to o fade trigd
oF @ impattial adjudication, { €} could regsonably be expected to constiiute an wwarranted invasion of pe sesonal privacy, { I3 joould
ressonably be eypecied 1o disclose ihe idordity of cordidential source, Including a State, focal, or foreign ageney or authority or any pri
institation which firsished nfSoaiton oo a confidontial basis, and, tn the case of record or infoomation compiled by a coiinal haw
enforcennt authority i the conrse of 8 crindinal Investigation, or by an spesey condunting 3 fewfol saions seewrity infelligence
investigation, information fumishad by 8 confidonial sarce, { B} would disclose teehinigues snd procedures for Jew enforcement
fvestigations or prosesutions, or windd diselose gurdelines 1or law enforcement lnvestigations dr prosecttions it such disclosare could
oy usmbi be axpecied 1o sk circumvvention of the baw, or ( F ) could reasonaldy be expected © endanger the Bt or physival ssfety of any
individuak

A

wirdabrad v or rela »:d teoxmination, dpeating, or cendiios roports prepared by, on bohadf o, o for the use of an sgenoy respunsible for the
vegubation or suporeision of Hrancial instifutions; or

geotoptedd and geophysical information and date, including maps, concerning wells,

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 5581a
infornwtion compiled in roasonable anticipation of & civil action proveeding;

myderial reporting investigative offorts portaining fo the enforcorent of erimingl faw including «fforis o provent. control, or reduce erime or
appechand cebainals;

rafornustion which s currently and properdy dassified pursuant o an Bxocutive order In the interest of the natfonal defense or foreign policy,
Q&

for example, wformation involving intelligence sources or methods;

imvest Q,wm rmrial compiied for faw cndorcornest purposes, othey thae vrimissl, which 3id ot resudt 1o Joss of s righs, buawfi o povidegy
vnder Federal programa, or which would oraify a source who fumished informuation pursuas to 3 promise that ivher idontity woudd be

held v confidence;

nugerial msinsined in conpection with providing protective sors fe the Prasident of this United Statis or any athur individes) porswant

&

{0 the euthorily of Title IR, United Sintes Code, Section 305¢;
reguived by statnte fo be mudntained and nsed solely s statistivad records;
rovesiigaiony maters! compibed sofely for the purpose of dotermising suitabitity, cligibility, or guniifications for Federal vivilian smployment

o for ageess o clessifiod information, the disclosure of which would reviad the idontity of the parson whe fwreished information purssant 1o
a prosudse that histher ideotity wordd by beld in vonfideson

teafing or examination material used fo determine Individuad quadifioations Sy appeintisont or puvention in Paders] Governraent servios he

refease of whicl woald comprontse the testing or examination process;

material usad to delormine potentint for promotion in the aomed servives, fhe disclosure of which would reveal the dentity of the person
wha furnished S raterial puvseant o o prosvse that hisder identily would be beld in confidesss,
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.8, Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of investigation

Washington, 0D.C. 20538

Fabruary 4, 2014

MICHAEL PETRELIS

FOIFA Raguest No.: 1261101000
Subject: SEEGER, PETE
Dear Michae! Pelralis:

This is in response to your Fraedorm of information Act (FIOHA) tequest,

A search of the Central Records System maintaingd at FBI Headquarlers indicated that records
sotentially responsive to the FOIA have been sent to the National Archives angd Reacords Administration
NARA). Since these records were not reviewsd, i is notknown if they are actually responsive o the FOIA

if you wish to review these potentially responsive racords, send your requastio NAFA af the following
addrass using file number 100-H-200845 as a reference:

National Archivies and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road ‘
Coflegs Park, MO Z0740-8001

By standard FBI practice and pursuant 1o FOIA exemption (D)(THE) and Privacy Act exernplion (12}
G LLS.C. §5 552/552a (b)(THE), (H(2)], this response naither confirma por genigs the axistenca of yausr
subject’'s name or any walch lists,

Far your information, Congress excluded thres discrete categories of low enforcement and nationat
security recards from the requirernents of the FOIA. 8ee S US. ©. § 852(c) (2006 & Supp. IV {2010} This
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA, Thisis a standard
notification that is given to el our requesters and should not be teken as an indication that excluded recards
da. or do not, axist.

You may fils an appeal by wriling to the Director, Office of information Policy {{3Py, 1.8, Departmant
of Justica, 1425 New Yark Ave., NW, Suita 11080, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you may submil an
appeal throogh OIF's oF OIA pontal at hitio A Justice govinipdefoipodal il Your appesi mus! ba
received by OIP within ity {80) days fram the date of this latier in order to be considerad imely. The
envelops and the letler should be cleddy marked ‘Freedom of ibformation Appeal”™ Please cite the FOIRA
Request Number in any sorrespondenca ta us for proper idebtification of your raquest.

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the FBI Fact Sheel.

Sinceraly,

David M. Hardy

Section Chief,

Recordfinformation
Disseminalion Seclion

Records Management Division

Enclosure
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FBI FACT SHEET

The primary functions of the FBI are national security and law enforcement.
The FBi does not keep a file on every citizen of the United States.
The FBI was not established until 1908 and we have very few records prior to the 1820s.

FBI files generally contain reports of FB investigations of 3 wide range of matiers, including countertarrorism,
counter-intefligence, cyber arime, public corruption, chvil rights, organized crime, white collar crime, major thefts,
violent arime, and applicants,

The EBI does not issue cloarances or non-clearances for anyone other than its own personnel or persons
having access to FBI facilities. Background investigations for security clearances are conducled by many
differont Government agencias. Parsons who recelved a clearance while in the military of amployed with some
other government agency should contact that entity. Most government agencies have webisites which are
accessible on the internet which have their contact information.

A criminal history summary check or “rap sheet” is NOT the same as an “FBI filg.” itis a listing of information
taken from fingerprint cards and related documants submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal
amployment, naturalization or military service, The subject of 3 “rap sheet” may oblain a copy by submitting 8
written request to FBI, Criminal Justice Information Services (CJI5) Rivision, Record Reguest, 1000 Custer Hollow
Road, Clarksburg, West Virginia 28308, Along with a specific written request, the individual must subenit a naw full
set of higfher ingerpnnts in order fo locate the record, establish positive igentification, and ensure thal an
wmdividual's records are not disseminated 1o an unauthorzed person.  The fingarprint submiission must include the
subject’s name, date and place of birth.  There is a required fee of §18 for this service, which must be submitted by
money order or certified check made payahie to the Treasury of the United States. A credit card payment oplion s
alee avallable. Forms for this option and additional directions may be oblained by accessing the FBi Web site at
www, {bi goviabout-usiclisihackground-checks/background_checks.

The National Name Check Program {NNCP} conducts a search of the FBU's Universal Index (UNH} o identify any
nformation contained in FBI records that may be asscciated with an individual and provides the resulls of that
search {0 a requesting federal, siate or local agenay. Names are searched in a muititude of combinations and
phonetic spelfings to ensure all racords are located. The NNCP also searches for both *main® and “cross
reference” files. A main file Is an entry that carries the name coresponding to the subject of a file, while a cross
reference is merely a mention of an individual contained in a file. The results from a search of this magnitude can
resultin sevaral “hits” and “idents™ on an individual. I each instance where UNI has identiffed 3 name vartation or
reference, information must be reviewed to determine if it is applicable to the individuat in question.

The Recordiinformation Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for records and provides copies of FBI fles
rasponsive to Freadom of information or Privacy Act (FOIPA] requests for information.  RIDS provides responsive
documents to requasters seeking “reasonably described information.”  For a FOIPA sgarch, the subject's name,
event, activity, or business is searched to deterniine whether there is an associaled investigative file,  This is called
a “main file search™ and differs from the NNCP search.

FOR GENERAL INFORNMATION ABQUT THE FBI, visIT OUR WEBSITE AT
wewew fhl.gov
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Then, a magazine known as Red Channals named the Weavers — and Mr. Sesger in particufar — as Communist Party
symipathizers. There were oalls for them o be blackiisted from professional entertainment sngagements,

Al the time, San. Joseph R. McCarthy (R-Wis) regularly made headiines with charges of Communist infiltration of
governmant agencies, academia and the entertainment industry. In short order, almost all the Weavers' nightclub,
concerd, radio, TV and recording engagements evaparated. Mr. Seeger's public career was abruptly curtailed,

in 1885, the House Un-Amarican Activities Committes began an nvastigation'of Communist influence in professional
entertainment and subpoenaed Mr. Seeger. He voluntesred to discuss his music af length with the camimittee, and he
offered to sing his sangs;f. But he declined to answer questions about peditical assm&gﬁmns or whether certain songs wers
sung at Communist gatherings, and he declined to invoke his constituliohal right of protection from self-inerimination.
“Hihink these are very improper questions for any Amenican to be askad, espacially under such compuiSion as this." he
said, l

Convicted of contempt of Congress, he was sentenced o & year in jail. After a prolonged appeal progess, the conviction
was overtumed in 1962 because of a technical flaw in the indictment. The government never relried him,

"t apologize for once belisving Stalin was just & hard driver, not a supremaly cruel diclator,” he fold The Washington Posgt
in 1894, "1 ask people to broaden their definition of socialism. Our ancastors were alf socialists: You killed a deer and
maybe you got the bast sut, but you wouldn’t let it rot, you shared it. Simitarly, | tell socialists, every sociely has 8 post
office and none of them is sfficient. No post office anywhere invented Federal Express.”

With the resurgence of folk music later in the 1960s, Mr. Seeger's music became popular again. His concert and recording
opportunitiss swelled. In 1957, the Smothets Brothers negotiated a guest appearance for Mr. Seeger on their TV program,
and he appearsd in a sevas of one-hour programs on public television. By that time, the Weavers had fong since
dishanded, , i

During the 1870s, the *80s and the early part of the "80s, Mr. Seeger continued to make regular concert performances and
racordings, and his comp;ositions were recorded by other groups. But by the mid-1990s, his voice had grown weaker, He
struggled increasingly to {each very high and very low notes. o

In 1948, Mr. Seeger bought 17°/ 2 80Tes on a mountainside near the Mudson River in Beacon, N.Y, about 80 miles north
of Manhattan. He built a log cabin and lived there with his family for several years before moving to 8 larger house on the
same property. In his later years, he was attive in environmental causes, including efforts to clean up the Hudson River.
Until the end of his life, he remained a beloved figure. The broad public affection for him was on full display in 2009 when,
at 89, he joined Bruce Springsteen in a rendition of ~This Land Is Your Lang" ata concart on the Lincoln Memorial during
President Cbama’s inaugural festivitles. He was nominated for a Grammy this year in the spoken word albur category for
“The Stormt King.” :

“1 call them all love songs Mr. Seager once said of his music. “They tell of love of man and woman, and parents and
children, love of country, freedom, beauty, mankind, the world, love of searching for trith and other unknowns. But, of

course, love alone is not encugh




